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President’s Letter

1

K E I T H  L I N V I L L E
P R E S I D E N T ,  C H A R L E S  C O U N T Y  A R T S  A L L I A N C E

Dear Members and Friends,

September 2024 was a very busy month for the Charles County Arts Alliance!

Every year, in August and September, we put together "back to school" Art

Boxes, which contain a variety of school art supplies for elementary school

students in Charles County.  These boxes are delivered to the Children’s Aid

Society.  The boxes are then given out to students returning to school.  I took my

part in the "assembly line" a few weeks ago, and I think you’d be very proud of

what gets done in your name by the CCAA.

I was pleased to attend the opening of the 100th Charles County Fair on

September 12.  It was a pleasant evening.  I visited the P.D. Brown Building and

enjoyed viewing all the artworks.  The Arts Alliance has assisted the County Fair

with the P.D. Brown Building for over three decades.  I’m always impressed by

the artists of Charles County, and the works they create.  I then stopped at the

Port Tobacco Players booth to discuss their upcoming shows.  "Young

Frankenstein:  The Musical" opens for them tonight, October 4.  I ended the

evening by watching Miss Lucy Mudd as she was crowned the 88th Queen

Nicotina, our County Fair Queen.  It was a wonderful evening.

We are in the midst of our most important time of year, our CCAA Arts Grant

season.  If you are a nonprofit organization or school in Charles County, you may

be eligible for an arts grant.  Just visit our CCAA website to learn more

(www.charlescountyarts.org).  But better hurry, the deadline for our receipt in

the CCAA Office of all grant applications is no later than 12:00 noon next

Thursday, October 10.

Regards,



New Office Hours
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Charles County Arts Alliance FY 2025 Grant Season is Closing Soon
 
The CCAA is reminding our community nonprofit organizations and schools

that our FY 2025 Community Arts Development (CAD) and Arts In Education

(AIE) grant applications are due on Thursday, October 10, 2024, by NLT 12:00

noon.  Since our founding in 1987, the CAD/AIE Grant Program has been a focal

point of our mission.  We have awarded to date, over $1 million dollars to

deserving nonprofit organizations and schools in Charles County to enhance

their planned programs, projects, events and activities.

In FY 2024, the CCAA awarded over $103,000 in grants to 15 organizations, 22

schools, and the Charles County Board of Education.  These funds have been

instrumental in enriching the cultural fabric of our community, supporting

artistic excellence, and expanding access to the arts for all residents.

A Competitive and Rigorous Grant Process
Our grant program is highly competitive, and all decisions are made through a

meticulous process.  Applicants must submit a formal grant application, which

is then rated and ranked by the CCAA Grant Committee before receiving final

approval from the CCAA Board of Directors.  One key requirement is that all

applicants provide a cash match for any requested grant funds, with ratios

ranging from 1:1 to 3:1, depending on the grant amount requested.

Grants are evaluated based on three main criteria:

Artistic Merit

Organizational Effectiveness

Service to the Community

 To ensure fairness and transparency, all members of the CCAA Grant

Committee must file a written disclosure form listing their arts-related

affiliations to avoid any potential conflicts of interest.

CCAA FY 2025 Grant Season Closing Soon
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How to Apply
Applications for FY 2025 grants will be accepted through Thursday, October 10,

2024, by NLT 12:00 noon.  Please note that all grant applications must be

received in the CCAA Office by this time (not postmarked).  We encourage all

eligible organizations and schools in Charles County to apply and take

advantage of this opportunity to secure funding for their artistic initiatives.

Detailed guidelines and eligibility criteria are available on our website at

(www.charlescountyarts.org).

Important Dates
Grant Applications Opened:  August 28, 2024

Grant Applications Deadline:  Thursday, October 10, 2024 - NLT 12:00 Noon

CCAA Grantee Reception:  Saturday, November 16, 2024

Join Us in Supporting the Arts
The Charles County Arts Alliance remains dedicated to supporting and

promoting the arts in our community.  We invite all eligible applicants to

participate in the FY 2025 grant season and help us continue to make a positive

impact on the cultural life of Charles County.  Through our grants, events, and

advocacy, we work to ensure that the arts thrive and enrich the lives of all

residents. 

For more information about the CCAA grant application process, please visit our

website (www.charlescountyarts.org) or contact Alexandria Gonzalez at 

(301) 392-5900 or ccaaofficeaa@gmail.com.

Written by Alexandria Gonzalez

CCAA FY 2025 Grant season Closing Soon
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The CCAA Board of Directors Summer Retreat was held on Saturday, August 3,

in La Plata.  Board members and staff participated in this full-day event.

This annual Retreat serves as our most important meeting of the year to reflect

on the past year just ended, and plan the year ahead.  We discussed and

evaluated our past programs and projects, including best practices and lessons

learned.  We also weighed the pros and cons of our current policies and

procedures, and reviewed the proposed budget for the upcoming year.

During the day, our Board and staff collaborated effectively to ensure a smooth

transition into a new chapter for our organization, following the unexpected loss

of CCAA Co-Founder and Executive Director Robert Rausch in March 2024.  The

CCAA remains dedicated to promoting the arts in Charles County, offering arts

grants to local nonprofits and schools, arts scholarships, arts events, workshops,

and other opportunities for the community.

The CCAA Board and staff would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to you,

our CCAA members, for your unwavering support and passion for the arts.

CCAA Board of Directors Summer Retreat
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Celebrating Creativity at the 100th County Fair

The Arts Alliance had an unforgettable time at the Charles County Fair, held

September 14-18, 2024.  The P.D. Brown Building showcased the artistic talents

of our local residents.  This year’s Fair was particularly special as it marked the

100th anniversary, adding a festive spirit to our celebration of creativity.

At our vibrant table, we shared our goody bags with Fairgoers and highlighted

our latest editions of our Arts NewsFlash and Arts Insider.  We enjoy connecting

with new subscribers and spreading the word about all things arts-related in

our community.  CCAA staff members Alexandria Gonzalez and Mackenzie

Coulby were happy to reconnect with Gallery Committee co-chairs Gale Kladitis

and Cindi Barnhart.  They reminisced about the Fair’s rich history, sharing

stories that have shaped this beloved event over the years.

Adding a unique touch to our display, Gale and Mackenzie got creative by

showcasing our goody bags on a crab net salvaged from the Chesapeake Bay.

This eye-catching installation not only highlighted our connection to the local

environment but also drew in curious visitors, sparking conversations about the

arts and our CCAA programs.

CCAA at the 100th Charles County Fair
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CCAA at the 100th Charles County Fair

The atmosphere was electric as we engaged with everyone who stopped by our

CCAA table and those who wandered through to admire the artworks.  One of

the highlights of our time at the Fair was hosting the People’s Choice Awards,

where we celebrated local talent by presenting gift cards for Hobby Lobby.  First

place received a $75 gift card, second place a $50 gift card, and third place was

a $25 gift card.  It was wonderful to recognize the creativity of our community

and see the excitement on the winners’ faces.

The weather during the three-day Fair was absolutely perfect, adding to the joy

of the experience.  It was a fantastic opportunity to connect with fellow art

enthusiasts and share the love of creativity that thrives in Charles County.  We

can’t wait to see everyone again next year for more celebrations and artistic

expressions.  Here’s to many more years of creativity and community spirit!

Written by Mackenzie Coulby
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CCAA “Back to School” Art Boxes

The Arts Alliance summer project was assembling art boxes for the Children’s

Aid Society.  Last year, we were able to get prepackaged art boxes from Staples

for $10 each.  This year we used Dollar Tree.  

Yvette, the manager of the local Dollar Tree store in La Plata, was most helpful.

Dollar Tree had “back to school” supplies for $1.25 each, including boxes to put

them in, with online ordering for batches of 24.  Some boxes could be delivered

to the local store for no shipping costs, and others we had to pay UPS costs.  We

also got our CCAA tax exemption registered online, so there was no need to pay

Maryland sales tax.  So, despite delays with getting the tax exemption approved,

and shipping delays, we got the whole package together by September 9.  Lew

and Karen McIntyre, Ron Brown, Joselle Gilpin, and Alexandria Gonzalez packed

out 192 art boxes, and delivered them to the Children’s Aid Society in Waldorf

on September 10.

Despite some last-minute SNAFUs, we managed to continue our CCAA 20-year

Art Boxes project unbroken.

Written by Lewis McIntyre
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A r o u n d  C h a r l e s  C o u n t y   
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A r o u n d  M a r y l a n d    

The MWA Teen Writing Program offers support and a collaborative

atmosphere for teens interested in the craft of writing who want to explore

creative writing and improve their skills. MWA members, working closely

with local libraries and local bookstores, provide a constructive, mentoring

relationship for groups of 12 to 18-year-olds. Most clubs operate in a

workshop format so that teens can share their writing and get feedback

from their peers. Leaders offer guidance and advice, writing exercises, and

constructive criticism. 
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A r o u n d  M a r y l a n d    
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M S A C  N e w s   

ANNAPOLIS, MD – First Lady Dawn Moore and the Maryland State Arts Council

(MSAC) today announced the appointment of Lady Brion as Maryland’s 11th Poet

Laureate. The first lady was joined by Maryland State Arts Council Executive

Director Steven Skerritt-Davis and local members of the arts community in a

ceremony at The Clifton House in Baltimore. 

“Lady Brion uses her voice to speak up for those who have gone overlooked and

been left behind for too long.  She is an ambassador for those who need hope,

an advocate for those who need a fighter — and she will be a champion for all

Marylanders, no matter their background, zip code, or personal story,” said First

Lady Moore.  “As First Lady, I am committed to working within the Moore-Miller

administration to ensure that the arts are not just celebrated but are elevated in

this state.”
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P L A T I N U M  C I R C L E
D i a n e  R a u s c h       
L o r r e t t a  J .  H o p k i n s
C l a r i s s a  S t r o u d    

G O L D  C I R C L E  
K e i t h  L i n v i l l e

S I L V E R  C I R C L E
R o y  &  K a t h y  J e n k i n s

C O R P O R A T E
d b F ,  a  M e d i a  C o m p a n y

A R T S  P A T R O N   
A n n  E .  B e n b o w
L i n d a  &  S t e p h e n  D e n t
M i t c h e l l

A R T S  S P O N S O R
N a n c y  O w e n s
E d w a r d  L .  S a n d e r s
I n s u r a n c e  A g e n c y ,  I n c .
W i l l i a m  &  D i a n n e  S h i s l e r

 
  
 

I N D I V I D U A L       
M o n i k a  B a r i l l a
S t e p h a n i e  B e r r y
M a r y  E v e l y n  D a s h i e l l
A l e x a n d r i a  G o n z a l e z
A l i c i a  H a n c o c k
J a d e n  H e n d r i c k s  
B a r b a r a  H u f f o r d
K e n n e t h  J a m e s o n
B e v e r l y  T a y l o r
C a t h y  T h o m p s o n
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THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS!
N O N P R O F I T
O R G A N I Z A T I O N .

C h a r l e s  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f
E d u c a t i o n
C h a r l e s  C o u n t y  P u b l i c
L i b r a r y
C h a r l e s  C o u n t y  P u b l i c
S c h o o l s
C h a r l e s  C o u n t y  Y o u t h
O r c h e s t r a
C h a r l e s  C o u n t y  F a i r
F r i e n d s  o f  O l d  W a l d o r f
S c h o o l
L e w  &  K a r e n  M c I n t y r e ,
A u t h o r s
L i f e  J o u r n e y s  W r i t e r s ’
G u i l d
M a r y l a n d  W r i t e r s
A s s o c i a t i o n
M a t t a w o m a n  C r e e k  A r t
C e n t e r
M u s i c  T e a c h e r s
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C h a r l e s
C o u n t y
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
A m e r i c a n  A f r i c a n  D a n c e
T e a c h e r s
N e i g h b o r h o o d  C r e a t i v e
A r t s  C e n t e r
O p e n i n g  N i g h t
P r o d u c t i o n s
P h o e n i x  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
S c h o o l
P o r t  T o b a c c o  P l a y e r s
S o u t h e r n  M a r y l a n d
C o n c e r t  B a n d
S o u t h e r n  M a r y l a n d
D e c o r a t i v e  P a i n t e r s  

F A M I L Y
M i c h a e l  &  M a r c e l a
C a c a c e
R i c h a r d  &  M a r g e r y
C o p p o l a
R i c k y  &  E l l e n  F l o w e r s -
F i e l d s
C i n d y  J o h n s o n
G a l e  K l a d i t i s
J o h n  &  M a r y  L o u
R u t h e r f o r d
J o h n  &  L u c y  S n e l l
C h a n c y  &  S a n d r a  W o o d

B U S I N E S S
B u s i n e s s  T r a i n i n g
W o r k s ,  I n c
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S E N I O R  ( c o n t ’ d )
A n n  C a m e r o n  S i e g a l
D o r o t h e a  H .  S m i t h
J i l l  S m i t h s o n
S o u t h e r n  M a r y l a n d
W o m e n ’ s  L e a g u e
R i c h a r d  T h o m p s o n
E v a n s  T h o r n e
P a u l  T o s c a n o
M a r y  W h y t e

Arts Insider October 2024

THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS!

S E N I O R
S u s i e  B e n d e r
T h e a  B r a d l e y
C l a i r e  B r o o k s
R o n  B r o w n
R o s e  B u r r o u g h s
C h e r i  B u r c h
C a r o l  Y .  C h a r n o c k
C a r o l  C o r b e t t
J e r r i  C o r b e t t
J o a n  C r e i g h t o n
D o r o t h y  C r o w n
H o l l y  D i l a t u s h
C h r i s  D u d l e y
C e c e l i a  D u n a y
P a t r i c i a  D u n c a n
G w e n d o l y n  A .  F l e m i n g
R i c h a r d  G i l p i n
J o s e l l e  G i l p i n
R i c h a r d  G o l d
P e n e l o p e  G o l d
S a l l y  M a r i e  G o l d s m i t h
D o r i s  H a l l
B i l l i e  H a r l e y
R u t h  H e i n
R e n e e  J e f f e r s o n - C o p e l a n d
W i l l i a m  J o n e s
R o b e r t  K y l e
C a r l y l e  L a n c a s t e r
D o r o t h y  L a n c a s t e r
B e v e r l i e  J .  L u d y
M a r y  M a n g i n o
I v e t t e  M a r c u c c i
K a r e n  M c I n t y r e
L e w  M c I n t y r e  
H e n r y  M c P h e r s o n
R o b e r t  M e d l e y
J u l i e  A n n e  M e i s e l
C o n n i e  M i l l e r
K a t h l e e n  N o e l
M a r i e  C .  P a r h a m
S h i r l e y  A n n  P e r e z
J o y c e  R e i d
S a n d y  R o h d e
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CCAA MEMBERSHIP FORM

The mission of the Charles County Arts
Alliance is to  stimulate, promote, encourage

and provide recognition of the arts and the
creative spirit in Charles County, MD

Show Your Support for the Arts by
Joining the CCAA!

The benefits of CCAA membership last year-
round:

CCAA Arts Insider monthly E-newsletter
CCAA Arts Newsflash weekly E-update of arts events
CCAA voting privileges
And most important, the satisfaction that comes from
actively supporting the arts in Charles County!

Platinum Circle - $500
Gold Circle - $300

Silver Circle - $200

Arts Patron - $150

Arts Sponsor - $125

Arts Activist - $80
Family - $50

Individual - $30

Senior (+60) - $20

Youth (under 18) - $10

Business & Nonprofit:
Corporate - $500

Business - $250
Nonprofit Organizations - $75
Other (Donations) __________

Full Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

Email:

Organization
/Business:

State: Zip:

Date
Submitted:

The CCAA is an IRS 501(c)(3) nonprofit
charitable organization.

All membership dues and donations are 
100 percent tax - deductible.

Want to volunteer? We'd love the
help!

ArtsFest 

Budget/Finance/Audit 

Grants

Scholarships 

Events 

Galleries

Membership 

Outreach/Marketing 

Administrative/Office

Technical/IT Support

Charles County Arts Alliance, Inc.
P.O Box 697, White Plains, MD 20695

www.charlescountyarts.org / 301-392-5900
info@charlescountyarts.org

Renewal New
Member

16

Membership Categories
(check one):

Arts Insider October 2024Arts Insider October 2024 16



JULY AUGUST

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

NOVEMBER DECEMBER

CCAA Board of Directors
Summer Retreat

ArtsCamp at Nanjemoy
Community Center

CCAA Grant Season
Kickoff - CAD and AIE
Applications on Website

3

5-9

28

CCAA Board Meeting at
United Way Building

21 CCAA CAD and AIE Grant
Applications Due - NLT
12:00 Noon

CCAA Board Meeting at
United Way Building

10

26

CCAA Grantee and
Membership Reception

16 CCAA Board Meeting at
United Way Building

14

M A S T E R  C A L E N D A R  -  F Y 2 0 2 5

 CCAA FY 2025 Begins
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